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Mission Statement:

To rescue, rehabilitate and rehome discarded 
breeding dogs and to educate the general public 
about the cruel realities of the commercial dog 
breeding industry.
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On a very happy note, through the unprecedented generosity of one 
exceptional man, in May 2017, we broke ground on “The Timothy 
Center”, NMDR’s state-of-the-art veterinary clinic and rehabilitation 
center. Set to open early in 2018, The Timothy Center will allow us to 
provide top notch care for our dogs right on the property where they 
are housed while awaiting their forever families. There are not enough 
words to express our gratitude for this truly monumental gift for our 
dogs and all of their caregivers!

In closing, from the bottom of my heart, I want to thank each and 
every one of our volunteers, supporters and fans for your undying 
generosity and encouragement. Without you, NMDR would not be 
here today and thousands of dogs would continue to languish without 
hope. Alongside those of us caring for our dogs each day, you truly are 
making a difference! 

With love and gratitude,
Theresa

Dear Friends,

Throughout 2017, our official 10th anniversary year, I often thought 
about Lily, our founding dog, and her life prior to being rescued. I 
thought about her forgiving nature and her resilient spirit and how 
she so deeply inspired us to make a difference for other dogs like her. 
Across the year, we rescued nearly 1,000 puppy mill survivors and for 
myself and my family, each of those dogs were rescued to honor the 
life and memory of our precious girl, Lily.

Puppy mill survivors are amongst the most difficult 
population of dogs to serve. So many of them come 
to us seriously under-socialized with significant 
medical issues. Although no rescue mission is ever 
easy, in 2017, we undertook a couple of very difficult 
missions, the kind that stick with you forever.... and 
we learned yet again of the unparalleled physical 
and emotional tenacity of our best friends. 
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What is a Puppy Mill? 
A puppy mill is a large-scale, commercial dog breeding operation 
in which financial gain is given priority over the well-being of 
the dogs. The biggest problems with puppy mills  are animal 
cruelty, poor quality of care, and inhumane treatment of the 
breeding dogs and their offspring.

Puppy mill breeding dogs and their puppies receive minimal, if 
any, veterinary care, even when they’re injured or sick. Most of 
the dogs are housed in small, dirty, overcrowded cages often 
without adequate nutrition, water or fresh air. Some are left 
outside in cages without any protection from heat, wind, rain or 
cold weather. 

Mother dogs are bred with very little recovery time between 
litters. Once the breeding dogs are no longer able to produce 
puppies, they are often killed.

While efforts are underway to regulate and eradicate the puppy 
mill industry, there is still a long way to go and much needs to 
be done to highlight the reality of the commercial dog breeding 
industry.
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Core Focuses:
RESCUE. The first step to freedom for mill dogs is rescuing them from 
the hands of breeders. Thanks to years of relationship and trust building, 
National Mill Dog Rescue works with a network of over 200 breeders. 
These breeders choose to release their dogs to us instead of destroying 
them. Although working directly with breeders creates a lot of cross-
country travel, rescue represents the initial and most significant part of 
bringing these dogs the freedom they greatly deserve.

REHABILITATION. Sadly, due to the years of neglect and little to no 
health care, mill dogs often come with serious health and or behavior 
needs. National Mill Dog Rescue is dedicated to ensuring each dog is 
provided the care he or she deserves, including but not limited to a full 
vet exam, shots, spay/neuter, dental, other health care needs, as well 
as assessment with behavioral specialists. We believe this physical and 
emotional rehabilitation helps prepare our dogs for their new homes.

REHOME. One of the most exciting times at National Mill Dog Rescue 
comes with celebrating the joy of seeing the dogs find their furever 
homes. Thanks to adopters and fosters, almost 13,000 dogs have moved 
into the hands and hearts of loving owners. While the population of mill 
dogs rescued displays differences compared to those found at humane 
societies or shelters, thanks to almost 13,000 experiences, National Mill 
Dog Rescue, stands firm on the belief that mill dogs thrive in homes, 
becoming treasured family members. 
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Harmony’s Story
A perfect example of the mission of National Mill Dog Rescue and why 
we exist is illustrated in Harmony, an 11-yr old Sheltie rescued toward the 
end of October 2017, after a lifetime of living in a cage while producing 
litter upon litter of puppies for profit. 

Harmony came to National Mill Dog Rescue in such a desperate state 
that we wondered how she was even still alive. With rotted teeth and 
bleeding, rotting gums, Harmony’s small mouth was so disfigured 
it could not close, meaning every sip of water and bite of food was 
extremely painful for her. But for Harmony the pain was not confined 
to just her mouth. An emergency trip to the vet revealed an enlarged 
heart and that she could be suffering from potential heart failure. When 
weighing up Harmony’s best options, we stood by our firm belief that 
there is hope for every mill dog we rescue! 

After a series of appointments with a specialist canine cardiologist, a 
diagnosis of an enlarged heart and heart murmur, bloodwork and 
special medication, Harmony was given the all clear to operate on her 
painful, disfigured mouth.
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After having 29 teeth removed and surgery on her gums, she began the 
long-road of recovery. As she continued to show signs of improving, 
we knew the time had come to start searching for her forever home. 
Evident from the start was that even though she had suffered at the 
hands of humans and had not known a stitch of kindness or care, she 
herself was a loving and gentle soul, her little tail wagging expressing 
gratefulness for her new-found freedom. 

Throughout this process, thanks to the hard work of her foster mom, 
Harmony learnt what it meant to enjoy a warm place to sleep, a soft 
bed, and the grass under her feet, even gaining the confidence to go up 
and down a few steps by herself. But her story does not end here! 
Harmony caught the eye of a wonderful, previous adopter who had 
followed her story online, who understood the love a senior dog brings 
into a home, and who committed to provide Harmony her furever home. 
It did not take long for Harmony to capture the hearts of her new Mom 
and her furry siblings. She now lives a quiet life of comfort with the love 
she always deserved.

Harmony shows us that regardless of how they begin life, mill dogs 
are resilient. With the right care and attention, they can teach us about 
acceptance, perseverance, and unconditional love.
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DOGS:
Brought to kennel: 1020
To rescue partners: 414
Total Rescued: 1434

FOSTERS:
200+ dogs taken in by foster families

ADOPTIONS:
Average adopted per month: 54
Total Adopted: 650

MEDICAL:
Medical Procedures: 706
Spay/Neuter: 465

VOLUNTEERS:
Over 13,000 volunteer hours!

2017 Snapshots



2017 Financials:

Board Members:
Dr. Chris Thornton, Chairman
Rich Strader, Treasurer 
Ron McClelland 
Charles Arnold
Jeffrey Detra
Kim Green

Total Expenses: $2,434,268

Veterinary Care Program: $ 559,701 23%

Fundraising: $ 96,290 4%

Kennel Facility: $ 87,878 4%

Adoptions Program: $ 107,387 4%

Education & Outreach Program: $ 86,574 4%

Support Services: $ 152,237 6%

Hospital Building: $ 1,000,000 41%

Dog Rescue: $ 98,740 4%

Rehabilitation and Dog Care: $ 244,428 10%

Total Donation Income: $2,507,725

Donate & Learn More:
Online at NMDR.org 
Facebook & Instagram


