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Dear friends, 

This—our very first—annual report has been a long time coming. 
Getting any of us to slow down long enough to put it together has been 
a challenge. I hope you find it informative and trust it will increase your 
understanding of our mission, our priorities and our progress.  

The journey that brings us to this point has been physically demanding, 
emotionally draining, and has consumed every spare second of my 
and many other people’s lives. And I don’t know a single one of us who 
would trade the experience. 

Speaking for myself, I can say that I have never reaped such deep 
personal rewards. Right behind the dogs we rescue, I am the most 
blessed one of all. I feel so fortunate to have the opportunity to give 
them a voice. 

Our rescued dogs are heroes, each and every one. They give a whole new meaning to strength, courage and 
ability—the strength to overcome serious illnesses and injuries, the courage to trust hands that formerly were so 
unkind, and the ability to enrich our lives beyond measure. 

The lessons in forgiveness and resilience that they teach us will stay with us forever. They give us the energy and 
yearning to go back for more. What an incredibly fulfilling and special experience it is to be on this journey.  

To our volunteers and supporters, you are the lifeblood of this organization. National Mill Dog Rescue would not 
exist without you; and thousands of dogs would continue to languish or be destroyed, never having the chance to 
enjoy life as a member of a loving family.

To all of you who have stepped 
forward to support our efforts in 
so many ways, my gratitude is truly 
immeasurable. 

My most sincere thanks,

Theresa Strader
Executive Director 

FOUNDER
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Theresa Strader and her dog, Tucker
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STATEMENT
Mission

To rescue, rehabilitate and rehome discarded breeding dogs and to educate the 
general public about the cruel realities of the commercial dog-breeding industry.

We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization located in Peyton, Colo. 

WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO

National Mill Dog Rescue was established in 2007 in honor of a forgiving, courageous 
little Italian greyhound named Lily.

For the first seven years of her life, Lily was a commercial breeding dog in a Missouri 
puppy mill. She lived in a small, cold wire cage in a dark, foul-smelling barn. In her 
dreary confines, she was forced to produce litter after litter without reprieve. A 
veritable breeding machine, Lily’s worth was measured in only one way—her ability 
to produce puppies.

By 7 years of age, Lily was worn out. Years of no veterinary care had taken a 
devastating toll on her body, leaving her profoundly disfigured. Minimal human 
contact had left her terrified of people. 

After four decades of using dogs for profit, it was time for Lily’s breeder to retire.  
Lily, along with all 560 other dogs from her mill, would head to auction. 

Responding to an email plea for help with the dogs from this auction, Theresa Strader, a lifelong rescuer, offered her assistance. At 
that time she didn’t even know dog auctions existed, but she was determined to help. Although she knew what the term “puppy mill” 
meant, she could never have imagined what she would witness and learn on that rescue journey.

On Feb. 17, 2007, Strader arrived at the auction. As instructed by the auction staff, she followed the crowd into the first building, where 
approximately 100 dogs were housed. Within moments of entering, much like the dogs in front of her, she was overcome with sadness 
and despair. 

In this dismal, putrid building, Strader would lay her 
eyes on Lily for the first time. 

Lily was plastered in the back corner of her breeding 
cage, terrified of the goings on around her. She 
caught Strader’s eye, her auction tag No. 251 hanging 
from her neck. Strader could readily see the toll the 
years had taken on the little dog—she was riddled 
with mammary tumors and her lower jaw had 
rotted away. Quietly approaching the cage, Strader 
whispered this promise: “I will take you from this hell 
and love you ‘til you die.” 

In that moment, Strader knew she would devote the 
rest of her life to giving these dogs a voice, and on 
that day National Mill Dog Rescue was born. Strader 
returned home with Lily and a dozen other dogs and 
an unswerving passion to make a lasting difference.

Lily never left the loving care of the 
Strader family. Succumbing to the years 
of neglect she had suffered, Lily died 
peacefully in her daddy’s arms in May 
2008—15 months after she was rescued. 3
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Lily in her breeding cage 
on the day of her rescue

Richard Strader and Lily

Richard Strader and Lily



Summary2013

Volunteers
95% volunteer-based
50,979 hours recorded
1,283 individuals registered

Education and Outreach
School and other programs: 13
Media appearances: 15
Website: www.milldogrescue.org
Social Media:  
 facebook.com/nationalmilldogrescue:  81,073 likes
 twitter.com/milldogrescue: 10,503 followers
 pinterest.com/milldogrescue: 3,038 followers
 youtube.com/milldogrescue: 420,952 views

Rescues
27 trips @ $2,500 each 
60 or more dogs per trip
28,270 miles traveled 

Dog Statistics
Rescued: 1,638  
Typical number at our kennel: 110
Typical number in foster care: 100
Average rehabilitation time:  4–6 weeks

Rehabilitation
Basic veterinary care: $200 per dog
Extensive veterinary care: $5,000 per month
Dog food: $65 per day
Kennel expenses: $6,400 per month

Adoption
Average per month: 64
Off-site adoption fairs: 60

National Mill Dog Rescue 2013 Annual Report

4

Panya awaits her turn at Intake in the  
loving arms of volunteer Veronique Clarke 

Cupid easily settled in with his 
new dad on adoption day



National Mill Dog Rescue is the leading organization in the country devoted exclusively to 
rescuing puppy-mill survivors. 

Over the past seven years, we have grown from the original group of three committed 
individuals—Theresa Strader, Richard Strader and fellow-rescuer Helen Freeman—to a 
well-established, well-respected nonprofit whose day-to-day operations are handled by 
hundreds of volunteers. The organization employs only 11 full- and part-time staff. 

From 2007 through 2013, more than 8,400 dogs were rescued from puppy mills 
throughout the Midwest and as far east as Virginia and Tennessee.   

By providing extensive medical treatment, rehabilitation, socialization and adoption 
services, each and every rescued dog has been assured a future life as a treasured pet.

Our long-range goal is to have the financial resources to save every dog in need until 
puppy mills can be closed permanently. To that end, we work tirelessly to educate the 
public about the cruelty of the commercial dog-breeding industry. We stand strongly 
opposed to the mills, the pet stores that front for them, and in support of rescue and 
shelter adoptions. 

We rely on donations for everything we do. 

Rescue 

Rescue is the most important part of our mission. In 2013, we lifted 1,638 dogs out  
of misery, 130 more than in 2012. We brought 912 home with us for rehabilitation  
and adoption, and arranged for 726 to go to shelters and rescues in our small but  
well-established network across the country.  

Occasionally, we bought dogs at auction that were unwanted by attendees for a variety 
of reasons, most often advanced age. Considered unmarketable, these dogs do not draw 
large bids (typically $10 to $20 ). We are mindful not to infuse any significant amount of 
money into the industry.

A typical rescue involves a three- to seven-day road trip of 2,000 to 5,000 miles across 
several states, gathering 60 to 120 dogs each time. Our rescue teams are extremely skilled 
at keeping the dogs safe and comfortable as they travel to promising new lives.

Our unique approach to rescue involves developing and maintaining relationships directly 
with mill breeders. This has allowed us to access and save thousands of dogs that otherwise 
would have been destroyed.  

In the past three years, the number of breeders who contact us when they are retiring their 
dogs has nearly doubled, now approaching 200. They are located primarily in Kansas, 
Missouri, Iowa, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Nebraska.

Despite our desire to respond to every breeder’s request and thus save many more 
lives, we continue to adhere to a strict policy of not overcrowding our kennel facility or 
overburdening our volunteers. Doing so would jeopardize the well-being of the animals 
already in our care.  

Once rescued, our puppy-mill survivors’ final destinations differ depending 
upon circumstances. We bring those needing the most help back with us. 
Those that are younger or need less rehabilitation go to our network partners.  

Programs & 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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Jenny Whitt and Marshmallow during arrival

Richard and Theresa Strader (L)  and  
Helen Freeman (R) with a representative  
from The Petco Foundation

Richard and Theresa Strader (L)  and  
Helen Freeman (R) with a representative  
from The Petco Foundation

A typical puppy millA typical puppy mill

Puppy mill survivors arrive at Lily’s HavenPuppy mill survivors arrive at Lily’s Haven

A tag with a number is the only  
“name”  many mill dogs ever receive
A tag with a number is the only  
“name”  many mill dogs ever receive



Intake
Last year we continued to streamline the intake process at our facility, getting new 
arrivals out of their traveling crates and into loving arms as quickly as possible. Every dog 
is ID-collared, microchipped, named and photographed. Each then receives a thorough 
exam by our veterinary team. Dogs needing emergency treatment are prioritized and 
cared for accordingly. Several were taken to the Powers Pet Emergency clinic in Colorado 
Springs during the year.  

Our standard intake protocol also includes deworming, vaccinations and heartworm 
testing. Baths and grooming follow—an experience many of our dogs have never before 
encountered. 

In the days following rescue and intake, we provide spay/neuter surgery, extensive dental 
care due to severe dental disease, and a multitude of other necessary surgeries, including 
but not limited to: mammary tumor removal, hernia repairs, eye and ear procedures, and 
orthopedic surgeries.  

Throughout their entire stay with us, from rescue through rehabilitation and adoption, our 
dogs are lovingly cared for by our extraordinarily compassionate, dedicated volunteers. 

Distances travelled also depend upon circumstances. We often drive dogs all the way 
to their destinations; other times we meet our network partners midway. 

In 2013, the dogs that did not come to our Peyton kennel facility went to the 
following organizations: Arizona Animal Welfare League, Denver Dachshunds, Dumb 
Friends League, and North Shore Animal League America. These groups honor our 
policy of returning to us any dog that they determine needs more rehabilitation than 
they are able or qualified to provide. 

Top left: A cocker spaniel goes through Intake and receives a name: Taffy.
Top right: The rescue van is unloaded upon arrival at Lily’s Haven.
Center: Colby is transformed from matted and terrified mill dog to beloved pet.
Bottom: Cayenne received emergency surgery to remove a large mammary 
tumor. Following her recovery, she was adopted into a loving home.
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Lily’s Haven

Our Facility

Lily’s Haven, our 11,000-square-foot kennel facility, was purchased in 2009 to meet our rapidly growing needs. Volunteers constructed 
a two-room medical suite, grooming area and spacious indoor and outdoor play areas. Lily’s Haven typically houses around 100 dogs at 
a time, and also has a central area for group gatherings, a pet-supply area, gift shop, meet-and-greet rooms, and photography studio.
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Reception area looking toward main entrance

Kennels along the sides of the arena room  
house the smallest of our dogs.

A hand-painted mural graces the outside 
wall of the medical suite.

The grooming room provides space to 
bathe and groom up to four dogs.

In the main kennel, overhead doors on outside walls allow access to sunlight and fresh air.

Reception area as viewed from the main  
entrance, with meet-and-greet rooms to the left

The laundry area doubles as an observation 
room for dogs needing extra attention.

Outside play area with gazeboOutside play area with gazebo

Outside kennelsOutside kennels

The kennel store (foreground) and Lily’s Legacy wall,  
which honors those for whom rescue came too late.

The kennel store (foreground) and Lily’s Legacy wall,  
which honors those for whom rescue came too late.



Rehabilitation
A typical discarded mill dog is 6 to 10 years old, has had minimal, if any, veterinary 
care, and limited socialization with humans. Despite the magnitude of suffering they have 
endured, most of them are amazingly resilient. Once they receive the physical care they so 
desperately need and learn the trust of a loving touch, the great majority—approximately 
80 percent—are ready to move on to lifelong homes. The average time they spend 
with us is only four to six weeks. 

About 20 percent do suffer serious physical or emotional effects from long-term neglect. 
These dogs may require extensive veterinary care and/or psychological rehabilitation. 
Nurturing them often takes many months, sometimes longer. We are deeply committed to 

these dogs and are entirely successful in their 
restoration to health and eventual placement.  

 

Due to the grave lack of 
socialization, most puppy-mill 
survivors display some degree of 
fear once rescued. They are in desperate need of security, consistency,  
time and, above all, a knowledgeable, loving hand. 

We do an initial evaluation of every dog during intake, separating  
those that fall into the 80-percent category (i.e., expected to  
become adoptable fairly soon) from those that need more help. 

Most dogs in this first category quickly learn to enjoy meal  
time, one-on-one play time in our large indoor and  
outdoor exercise areas, as well as cuddle time in the  
laps of many volunteers. 

Each dog experiences significant, positive human contact 
every single day. Nothing we do is more important than 
exhibiting to these dogs that, in their new lives, people  
can be trusted and will always be kind to them.    

Some dogs go into skilled foster homes where they learn 
all about life as a family pet—including housetraining, 
stairway navigation, leash walking and more—from 
both the humans in the household and the resident 
dogs. Once they have gained confidence and learned 
family-living skills, they are ready to be adopted into 
lifelong homes. 

Highly fearful dogs are enrolled in a special program 
where they receive intensive, long-term rehabilitation.

Our experienced rehabilitation team evaluates 
these dogs and creates individualized plans of care 

that include setting reasonable goals 
and documenting progress. Three team 
members are assigned to each dog. 8
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Intensive rehabilitation generally begins with visits from the dogs’ assigned caregivers 
three to five times a week. Caregivers may simply sit and read in the dogs’ kennels in an 
effort to get them accustomed to the presence of people.  

These dogs may need days or weeks before they seek an outstretched hand or permit 
a gentle touch. We give them whatever time they need. Their progress can be heart-
wrenchingly slow, but each small step is a miracle considering what they endured in 
their former lives.   

In 2013, 99 dogs went through this long-term rehabilitation program for extreme fear. 
All have since graduated and have been adopted.

The successful work of our rehabilitation team demonstrates that every life has value, 
and that with time, patience, persistence and love, we can help even those dogs that 
have suffered the most severe emotional damage.    

In 2013, we continued to rely heavily on the advice of certified behavior expert Jill  
Haffley, MA, IACP-CDT. Jill donated hundreds of hours of professional services helping 
our rehabilitation team—as well as 200 foster families and new adopters—better 
understand the behavior of the dogs in their care. (Read more under Post-Adoption 
Support.)

Veterinary Care 
Some of the dogs we rescue have injuries, illnesses or genetic defects that require 
specialized veterinary treatment and/or surgery. No matter the cost, all of our dogs receive 
the care they need to restore them to health and put them on the road to happy lives.

Conditions seen with frequency in puppy-mill survivors include pyometra, injured and 
infected eyes, ears scarred from untreated infections, parasite infestation, parvo, leg and 
foot deformities, blindness, deafness, hernias, mammary tumors, other cancers, decayed 
and infected teeth, and rotted gums.  

In addition to our outstanding in-house veterinary team led by Dr. Michele Robinson, 
we were grateful last year to receive exceptional care for our dogs from Dr. William 
Tuthill and Dr. Megan Pansiera of North Academy Veterinary Hospital, Colorado Springs; 
Dr. Ted Mohr, Dr. Amy Mueller and Dr. Rick Coufal of Black Forest Veterinary Clinic, 
Colorado Springs; Dr. Michael Bauer of Colorado Canine Orthopedics, Colorado Springs; 
Dr. Jeremy Orr of Rocky Mountain Veterinary Cardiology, Denver; Dr. Stephen Lane of 
Rocky Mountain Veterinary Neurology, Denver; Dr. Cody Laas of Veterinary Imaging 
Specialists, Colorado Springs; as well as the staff at the Colorado State University 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital in Fort Collins. 

Dr. Robinson performs surgery on 
Haylie in our in-house veterinary 

suite. When rescued at  age 5,  
Haylie was completely blind  

and in severe pain due  
to glaucoma, requiring  
immediate  removal of  

both eyes. Haylie was  
adopted by her foster  

mom and is now 
 living a happy,  

carefree and  
pain-free life.

Severe dental disease  
is prevalent in mill dogs and 

requires extraction of most, if 
not all, of their teeth.
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Haylie

Behaviorist/Trainer 
Jill Haffley and Emmett

Behaviorist/Trainer 
Jill Haffley and Emmett

For many mill dogs, 
rehabilitation starts with 

basic human contact.

For many mill dogs, 
rehabilitation starts with 

basic human contact.



Adoption
Throughout the year, we had as many as 150 dogs available 
for adoption at any given time. 

Our most effective tools for highlighting our available dogs 
are our website postings and social media platforms. Our 
volunteers post exceptional photos of our dogs along with 
detailed biographies. We also post our available dogs on 
Petfinder.com, Adopt-a-Pet.com and Petango.com. 

Most often, people learn about our website through 
traditional media appearances, local and national news  
stories, and social media. In 2013, roughly 5,000 people  
from across the country submitted pre-adoption applications.   

Potential adopters are carefully screened to determine:  
(1) whether they understand the possible challenges and/or  
expenses in adopting a former mill dog, and (2) their level of 
understanding and commitment to ensure the dog’s safety. 

A comprehensive application, phone interview, meet-and-greet session and, 
in most cases, a home visit are all part of ensuring that our dogs are placed in the 
best possible homes. We also have a thorough out-of-state adoption process, which 
includes completing the standard application plus providing three personal references, a 
veterinary reference, and several photos of the home and securely fenced yard.

Another successful venue for showcasing our dogs is our adoption fairs. Last year, we conducted an average of five per month at area 
businesses. Our hardworking adoption-fair team handled all aspects of these events from transport to set up and breakdown, care of the 
animals, and communication with the public. 

Much appreciation is extended to the following 
adoption-fair host businesses: In Colorado 
Springs, Petco (Prominent Point and North 
Nevada), Whole Foods, Furry Friends, and Sam’s 
Club; to the north, Petco (Englewood and 
Denver), Kriser’s in Westminster, and Wag N 
Wash in Highlands Ranch.  
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Top: Molasses gets a kiss from her new mom.
Left and below: Our adoption-fair team devotes 
several weekends a month to spreading awareness 
and finding forever homes for our dogs.



Post-adoption Behavior Support
For six months following an adoption, animal behaviorist Jill Haffley provides free consultations and expert guidance to help the new 
pet owner understand and correct problem behaviors. Jill’s knowledge and efforts last year helped us keep a near perfect success rate in 
the adoptions of some of our most difficult dogs.

Ms. Haffley developed our Behavior Q & A group on Facebook, a service that provides a convenient way to share information, advice, 
resources and strategies. She also holds free bi-monthly, in-person workshops. Topics covered during the 2013 sessions included: 

•	 Rehabilitating and leading your  
puppy-mill survivor

•	 Differences in leadership
•	 Establishing rules, boundaries and limits
•	 Benefits of taking the leadership role
•	 Differences in each dog
•	 Handling puppy-mill survivors
•	 Gaining trust
•	 Housetraining, leashing and crating 
•	 Understanding the purpose of the crate
•	 Common misconceptions about crating
•	 Should you use a leash? 
•	 What to look for when using a leash
•	 Housetraining and marking behaviors

Lost Dog Support
Due to their tremendous lack of socialization, some puppy-mill survivors are extreme flight risks. Once they get loose outside a fenced 
area, they either run nonstop or hide motionless, making it very difficult to retrieve them safely.  

Despite our best efforts to avoid this, on occasion a dog will get away from an owner or foster family. Because it does happen, we 
created a lost dogs team. This group of highly trained volunteers mobilizes on a moment’s notice when a lost dog is reported. They 
have a well-organized approach that includes a list of specific duties for each team member. 

Among the variety of strategies utilized are the following: Create, mass-produce and hang fliers, mobilize volunteers to the search 
area, handle sighting calls, maintain updates through group text alerts, generate local social media blasts, set live traps, and alert 
local shelters. 

Once the dog is found, the team meets to discuss all aspects of the search effort—what tactics worked best, what they learned from 
that particular search and how to improve their efforts in the future.

Last year, 29 adopted or foster dogs slipped away, a truly terrifying experience for all 
concerned. Our team boasted an incredible recovery rate of 90 percent. Twenty-six 
dogs were found; three were still missing at the end of the year. 

REUNITED! 
Former mill dog 
Raven prepares to 
return home after 
being lost for  
several months in a 
local state park.

Jill Haffley organizes fun monthly pack walks in the  
local area for the public, including our NMDR adopters  
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Education and Outreach
Prevention and education are the long-term solutions to shutting 
down the puppy-mill industry. We conducted an impressive 
outreach program in 2013, reaching thousands of people through 
traditional media, community forums, school programs, Scout 
troops and other groups, special events, open houses and 
adoption fairs. 

We made regular appearances on TV and radio programs in 
Colorado Springs and Denver and had several stories published in 
newspapers. Since 2011, we have received recognition in national 
publications, including People, USA Today and Animal Sheltering, 
produced by The Humane Society of the United States. 

We are honored to have received distinguished service awards from the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 
Massachusetts SPCA-Angell and North Shore Animal League America.

We developed a new website last year that includes inspirational stories from our volunteer bloggers, as well as up-to-date news about 
our organization and critical information our potential adopters need to know about adopting puppy-mill survivors.  

Our most effective tools in reaching the public are our social 
media platforms. In 2013, we grew our Facebook page from 
34,000 to more than 81,000 fans. We gained an average of 
129 new fans each day. 

By the end of the year, our average reach exceeded 1 million per 
week and occasionally rose to more than 2 million . Our average 
engagement rate exceeded all measures of a successful page. And, 
while comparable organizations had TAT (Talking about This) scores of 
about 15 percent , ours was consistently more than 100 percent .

We also had nearly 375,000 YouTube views and more than 
12,000 followers on Twitter and Pinterest.

Top: Bringing awareness to the problem of puppy mills, our education and outreach team 
visits a local high school.
Above left: Our website was completely updated in 2013.
Above right: Theresa accepts the 2013 ASPCA Henry Bergh Award at the Humane Awards 
luncheon in New York.
Lower right: Theresa is featured in People magazine.
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Corporate Support for Events
In addition to the businesses that hosted adoption fairs, the following allowed us to participate in their events, sponsored events that 
highlighted our organization, or held fundraisers where a portion of proceeds were donated to us. (Unless indicated, these businesses 
and organizations are located in Colorado Springs.) We are so grateful for their support and generosity. 

•	 Sam’s Club
•	 Whole Foods (North Academy)
•	 Barnes & Noble (Citadel Drive)
•	 RJ Promotions – Colorado Springs Expo
•	 Sky Sox Charity Spotlight
•	 Cause 4 the Paws – Acoustic Karma 2
•	 Daniels Long Chevrolet
•	 Phil Long Ford
•	 Bark at Briargate
•	 Spirits of the Woods Performance Troupe
•	 City Star Brewing, Berthoud 
•	 Coronado High School Homecoming Parade

•	 Scottish Festival, Highlands Ranch 
•	 Bristol Brewing Co. – Pints for Pups
•	 Freddie’s Frozen Custard, Garden of the Gods
•	 Which Wich
•	 Chik-fil-A, Garden of the Gods
•	 Texas Roadhouse, Monument 
•	 Colorado Holistic Health, Greenwood Village 
•	 Colorado Rapids, Denver – Animal Rescue Night
•	 Vita Transitus Photography
•	 The Margarita at Pine Creek – Tail Waggers Celebration
•	 California Pizza Kitchen, Briargate
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Spokesdogs and alumni dogs gathered for a meet-and-greet at Barnes & NobleSpokesdogs and alumni dogs gathered for a meet-and-greet at Barnes & Noble

Barnes & NobleBarnes & Noble

We were a fan favorite at the Scottish Highlands FestivalWe were a fan favorite at the Scottish Highlands Festival

Theresa with emcee Matt Meister 
at the Tailwaggers Celebration

Theresa with emcee Matt Meister 
at the Tailwaggers Celebration

Theresa throws the first pitch at a Sky Sox gameTheresa throws the first pitch at a Sky Sox game



Volunteers 

Beyond the scope of our mission, we have experienced an 
unforeseen, inspiring human benefit: bringing people together 
from all walks of life with one thing in common—a great love 
of dogs and a desire to take part in their healing. Most of these 
people’s paths would likely never have crossed, but our work 
brings them together and our dogs’ needs give them a purpose.

At the end of the year, there were more than 1,200 individuals on 
our volunteer roster, with 250 from our local area logging hours at 
the kennel facility each week. In excess of 50,000 volunteer hours 
were recorded. 

Working under the guidance of team leaders, our volunteers 
achieve remarkable feats in a variety of areas: long rescue trips 
to pick up the dogs, kennel cleaning, feeding and watering, 
grooming, exercising and socializing, providing transport to 
veterinary appointments, fostering dogs, organizing adoption fairs 
and special events, undertaking facilities projects, fundraising, 
maintaining our website, growing our social media presence—and 
much, much more. 

We are particularly proud of our teen volunteers, a group of 40 
youngsters between 12 and 18 who actively participate in various 
areas. Working with our dogs, who have been so emotionally 
wounded, inherently nurtures the values of patience and 
compassion while building solid work ethics, enriched social skills 
and a strong sense of pride.

We also regularly offer special group volunteer projects for Air 
Force Academy cadets, local students, disabled youth, senior 
citizens, company employee groups, Boy and Girl Scouts, and 
college students. 

Each and every day, our volunteers demonstrate unparalleled 
dedication to our dogs and an unwavering commitment to our 
mission. We simply would not exist without them. Last year, their 
donated time saved us the equivalent of 50 or more full-time 
employees.
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We love our teen volunteers! We love our teen volunteers! 

Lilo learns about kindness  
as he awaits his turn at Intake.

Lilo learns about kindness  
as he awaits his turn at Intake.

Cadets from the Air Force Academy often come to lend a hand.Cadets from the Air Force Academy often come to lend a hand.

Lotto expresses his love  
for volunteer Paula Gessert.

Lotto expresses his love  
for volunteer Paula Gessert.

Grooming team volunteer Christi Pate prepares Lurch for an adoption event.Grooming team volunteer Christi Pate prepares Lurch for an adoption event.
Photography-team volunteer Sheila Mullis and her canine assistant (and  

NMDR alumna) Dakota capture the beauty and character of each dog.
Photography-team volunteer Sheila Mullis and her canine assistant (and  

NMDR alumna) Dakota capture the beauty and character of each dog.



Black Forest Fire
Beginning June 11, and for the next nine days, fire raged through 14,000 acres near our kennel facility, ultimately destroying  
509 homes and displacing thousands of people. It was the most destructive fire in Colorado history.  

For several days, motor homes, campers and RVs donated by our supporters moved into our parking lot, creating a village that was 
temporary headquarters for our executive director and her husband, whose home had burned to the ground the first day, as well as 
10 other volunteers and their families who had fled in advance of the flames. Inside the safety of our kennel, 40 dogs who had been 
previously adopted or were in foster care were welcomed back while their people dealt with the crisis. Meanwhile, we opened our 
doors to any dogs from the community who had become separated from their owners. All were eventually reunited. 

An outpouring of support from all over the country, including food and supplies, as well as monetary donations, was very much 
appreciated and kept spirits from flagging during this extremely emotional and physically challenging time. 
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The Strader home  
after the fire
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Lily’s Haven became a refuge for fire evacuees.

The Strader home as the fire approachedThe Strader home as the fire approached

Teen volunteer Jeni Paur comforts ReesaTeen volunteer Jeni Paur comforts Reesa.
Lil Abner cools off.

Fire could  
not destroy the  

memory—or spirit—of Lily.

Fire could  
not destroy the  

memory—or spirit—of Lily.



Our Thanks
The board of directors extends its deep appreciation to all who 
helped make 2013 our most successful year. Words cannot 
adequately express our thanks to everyone who kept us afloat 
financially, made in-kind donations, and all who devoted count-
less hours in rescuing, nurturing, medically treating, fostering and 
finding homes for so many of our precious puppy-mill survivors.  
A special tribute goes out to those who educated the public 
about the national disgrace that defines the commercial dog-
breeding industry and helped spread the word about National  
Mill Dog Rescue and our mission. 

For the dogs, 
Chuck Dahle, Chairman
Dr. Chris Thornton, Secretary
Richard Strader, Treasurer
Michele Burchfield, Member 
Helen Freeman, Member
Kim Lehmann, Member 
Dee Ruppert, Member
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Kim Lehmann and Stormy Sky, aka BugsyKim Lehmann and Stormy Sky, aka Bugsy



Lyric
Healthy, happy and a  

beloved family member

Rescued ... 
and rushed to the ER

Barely alive 
when we found her

CONTACT US

Website:
milldogrescue.org

Voicemail:
(719) 495-7679

Toll Free:
(888) 495-DOGS

Email:
info@milldogrescue.org

Mailing address:
National Mill Dog Rescue

P.O. Box 88468
Colorado Springs, CO 

80908

View Lyric’s story  
on YouTube.com: 

“Lyric – Life Under a Board”

Help save more  
dogs like Lyric by making  

a secure online donation at 
milldogrescue.org


